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Wherein 1s pathetically proved , 
| both by Scriptureand: Reaſon, how farre a free Tol. 


leration of Religton may be granted, and how farre 


not, as it now ſtands with the Aftaires of the 
STATE. 


Humbly preſented: to his Excellency Sir T 4 O: 


FA1RF ax, andthoſe Generous Spirits under | 
his COMMAND. Doh (316 | 
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By John MusGRAVvE. i | 


"A fofferer for Truth, and Juftice, till this laſt and unex- 
peQed deliverance by the ARM Y, 


Read, and then Fudge. 


; LONDON, . 
A rh; Printed in the yeare, . 6 4 7+ n 


To the Reader. 


FN the beginning of theſe our late troubles 
SY and Civil warres, I was 1m priſoned by the 


355 Juſtices of the Peace, and Commiſhoners 
ACS 


of Array in Cumberland , maintaining the 

Parliamentary Proteſtations, and oppofing 
the Arbitrary and Tyrannicail Government of our cor- 
rupt Magiflracy and Miniſtery there: afteralongand 
chargeable Impriſonm.ent, I was removed by an Habeas 
Corpus to London, and freed by Parliament Authority : 
but upon my rerurne back into my Countrey, I was con- 
fti-incd to undergo a voluntary exile in Scotland, . moſt 
part of two years, even t'1] the reducement of that Coun- 
try to obedience of Parliament ; hoping to have found 
fuch placed in Authorities there , as had beene of appro- 
ved Integrity, and men hating Covetouſneſle. 

I returned ro my Country , but contrary to my ex- 
peRations, finding the Militia and Authorities there, ſer- 
Icdin the hands of ſuch as were the ſworne and profeſſed 
enemics of the _—_— : I and ſome other exiles = 
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To the Reader. 


the Parliaments cauſe, by certain Propoſitions repreſent- 
ed our grievances, and made knowr.e to the Parliament 
Commiſſioners how the Militia and Authorities with us 
were tntruſted to d:clarcd Traitors; but the Parliament 
Commiſſioners would not redrefle our grievances : Aﬀe 
terwards Mr O/motherley and I, were ferit to London, to 
petition the Parliament, in the behalt of rhe well afteed 
of Cumberland and Weſtmetland : after we had attend= 
ed the Parliament ſome four moneths,upon afalſe report 
of the Chair-man of the Committee, 1 was committed 
to the priſon of thz Flect , by an Order of the houſe of 
Commons, wherelI have beene priſoner : y<tin allthat 
time, couldI never have acceſſe unto Juſtice, During 
my reſtraint here, reading the Hiſtory of the Nether- 
lands, I found the riſe and growth of the warres and trou- 
bles of thoſe Provinces, was not ſo much trom the dif- 
ſcnting Opinions in matters of Religion; as fiom pride 
and covetouineſle of the King of Spaines evil Counſel- 
tours, and worſer Miniſters of Juſtice; who under a coun 
terfcit zcale and pretext of {crling Church Government, 
aouing this their Princes favour and their authority,went 
about to lay a foundation of their own greatnefle , in the 
ruines of the pcoplc,and to enrich themſelves by impove- 
ri-hing and ſubjecting thoſe Provinces to their lawleſle 
wils and Tyranny : andrh2 more eafie to bring that peo- 
pleunder thcir Iron yoke, they ſet up the Spanish Inqui- 
{1tion, where-trom to free themſclves.,, they were con- 
{trained to take up Arms in detence vf themſelves,and for 
preſervation of their almoſt overthrown Liberties : but 
anding noreconciliation couli be had, relying upon the 
equity and juſtice of their cauſe, by publique Edidt , did 
declare 
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To the Reader, 


declare the King of Spaingo bee fallen fromthe Seignory 
and authority h= h-d 1n agdgver thoſe Provinces ; a good 
c ution for Ptinces by oggpiteſion nor to loſe the :fcRi- 
cn of their peoj-le., Infigtec a fire was kindled, which 
the blood of millions colfggnot quench, till tree exerciſe 
of Religion was granted. 

*- Thebloudy wars, and fearful maſſacres and cruel mur- 
thers in Germany upon the denying the Proteſtants there 
their Liberty.were (o great ard miny, asthe ſame indan- 


. gcied the utter devaſtation of that great Empire, 


If weetake aview of the hot perſecutions of the Po- 
pish Prelares here in E. gland, in Queene cMaries 
dayes: wee $hall 'finde the ſame, the very cauſe and 
grounds -of thoſe ſevere Lawes enacted by her fiſter , a- 
gainſt Papiſts and their Priefts : our late Bishops and 
their Clergy , were ſo. puffed up with pride, as they 
could not þe contented withtheir great Lordships , and 
T1rgedominions, without they might Lord it over the 
Conſfciences of cthers, which provedro bee their ruine, 
and now they be caſt out withshame, as an abhominable 
branch, ' | 
Our New Presbyters, who ſo cryed downe their 
Fathers the Bishops , and proclaimed againſt them for 
thcircruelties, and in forcing men toablude obedience, 
Are they more moderate ? Nay , Theſe our pretended 
Reformers, ſince they have beene backed c Authority, 
and (ct up their great Idol, Kingdomes-deviding , break- 
ing Covenant, by this new forgery , they endeavour and 
threaten to enſlave all men to their iawlefſe luſts, Doe 
they not cry out, No Covenant No Parliament; as the 
Pcelates did, No Bizhop No King; every Pansh Pricſt 
— TON Az; more 
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Tothe Reader. 


more Lordingit, thenany Prelateever dd. furely theit 
deftruQion will be ſudden, if hey longer perſiſt in theſe 
Godlefle courſes : with our Pricſts, our new State Poli- 
ticks comply ; by this new deviſed Covenant: they to 
hold up their fation, have caſt off, or kept out of all place 
and office luch as bee conſciemious or honeſt ; bur left 
their Fathers the Prclares in caſe ever should recover their 
former power and'.redit «hould condemne them in their 
convocation houfe; for Hereticks z theſe pretenders and 
reatReformers, 2s they retain their old Names and Of 
fees of Parſons and Vicars, fo are they zealous obſer- 
vers and maintainers of the old Popizh Ceremonies, as 
fwearingupon a Books ringing of Bellsfor the dead, ſer- 
mons,reading and prayingtorard over the dead, which to 
do,their > ts of Scotland do abho minate, havin 
rejected the ſame as Amtichriſtian : Burleſt any cheald 
think whar I have faidrouching our Covenanting Magi- 
ſtracy and Miniftery to bce our of diſaffeion to rheir 
Cauſe, and 110t of Truth ; 1 know that the great maſters 
of this City, who ſo ” up the Covenant, will not 
admit any the frecdome thereof , notwi;hſtanding they 
have ſerved ſeven yeares forthe fame, without ſubmitting 
to Pook-ſwearing : the other day the Major and Cham- 
berlaine of this Metropolis put backe and denyed one his 
freedome beczuſc bee would nottakerh' Freemans Oath 
upon a buoke : Depoſitions of witneſſes are now difa- 


lowcd and rtjefted by out new Retorming Juſtices, . 


without the ſame beſworn upon a Boc k, as I can prove: 
T heſe our Reformers doe they not diſcover how ready 
they will beto face abour , and willing to bow againe un« 
dcr the Fpiſcopull yoak, by thcir continuing the Statutes 
uw 
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To the Reader, 


in force,for not repairing to the Book of Common Pray- 
er, the English Maſle (as the Scots calls it:) for not re- 
pairing rothe Common Prayer Booke, 34. perſuns in 
Cumberland, at Midſomer Seſſions laſt , were indicted 
by Order of our Parliaments Juſtices t'ere : In York$hire 
the 15. of June, 1647. Mr Worſley hid his Oxen and 
Cowes taken from him for his reculancy in not comming 
to the Common Prayer Booke, yet Papiſts in buth theſe 
Countriesare tollerated and protected, Let Scotland 
beware whiles they contcnd for Conformity, they again 
ſer not up our Englisch Dagon : bur paſſing by formali- 
tics, let both Kingdomes ſecure their uwne Peace, by 

yeclding ro publick liberty andexerciſe of Religjon with- 
out making ſearch of cheir friends Conſciences, whichng 
force can maſter, but cxulcerate rather , and make worſe, 
as (Courrcous Reader) thou maieſt well diſcoyer by this 

enſuing diſcourſe of Mr Baldwin, delivered to the King of 
Spaines own hand, which [ have published for thine and 
my Countries peace, and how we ought to behave our 
ſelves rowards men of different Judgements and Religi- 
ons. Fora Concluſion I givethee an exemplary at of 
Juſtice done by a Popish Earle upon a covetougand cor 
rupt miniſter of Juſtice : If our Pailiament thereby would 
bee ſtirred upſo ro punish their Delinquent Cammitree 

men and wicked Judges; injuſtice and oppreſſion would 

ſtand afar off, Juſtice depreſle thoſe factions which vther. 

w_ will break this Nation, whoſe welfare as my owne L 

clircs 
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| oF : 
Francis Bavvdvvine, 


Shewing the means to prevent the troubles of a King- 
dom; and to root out Sects and Herefies, 


"Delivered at a Conference to the King of Sv arx x, 
| Anno MpLxv. 


22 LL men which live under m__ King, are 
@ boundto ſeek the preſervation of the pub- ,, | 
lick mo and quiet, and =p rr cron 
ment of the Kings greatneſs and profpe- Fitter me 
tity , who is the Head of the Body, > nt | 
Whereof weare members. I haveth 
thar I am not to be taxed of arrogancie, 
| | > if ( according to the {mall Talent which 
I have received from the Lord) I endeayour to diſcourſe briefl 
ot the means that might be held intheſe times, in the whi 
there is ſuch great diverſity of G_ ; To prevent all _ 
blee 


;P CAnold Way newly found out 
bles and tumults that may ariſe, as we have learned by the exam- 
le of our Neighbours; and withal, fatisfie (as much as is po[- 
| ole ) the will and pleaſure of the King our Lord , whom by 
Gods law and commandtnent weare bound to'obey and ſerve to 
the uttermolt of our powers : ſeing then as well here, as in 
France, England, Scotland,, and Germany (although there be 
ſome ſmall difference) a great part of the people are moved by 
exhortation and doctrine of thoſe which they call Goſpellers : 
( for that as they ſay, they make profeſſion to receive uoching but 
what is expreſly contained in the Doctrine of the Goſpel, and 
of theBiblg ) rejeRjng rhe ancient an. accuftomed manner of 
ſervirig God; #5 to goto mafle, to confeſs, to receive the Sacra- 
ment, fat for certain daies,-go on pilgrimages , and other like 
exerciſes; tojoyn themſelves to. a new Doctrine and Religion, 
whic they cllKerned: yp queſtions, how { —_ 
tothe Kjngs dpleaſtre) the people” may Be 'mihtaite 
= Kg will upp) hep Ke eto arid if 
happily the means ſeems ſomwhat dithcult, or rather impoſſible, 
how we may'prevent and ſþun_many 'inconyettiences. whith 
may ariſe or grow by the diverſity thatis'among the Inhabicants 
of _ Cn *E "NN 4 
Firſt, Went confider when any oneſpeakech of x Religion 
or Law, it Srobfin hr he fpeakech of - +; Exktand 
apprehenſion which men have conceived and imprinted in their 
hearts and mindes,touching God and his {ervice, and alſo touch- 
fog the dogrine of. their (alyation : Or elſe they comprehend 
,no by chi word Religion, bur the exercife and ou ward profeſ- 


7 the which we _— what we believe inward- 
ly,,or. 6 leaſt). what we. ſhould b:lieve in'our hears. As 
<p ; tis moſ{cerrain thar they. which fallow the new 

Religion, hayea conſtant perlwaſion: and impreſſion in their 
hearts ».that what they do and believe , is conformable to the 
word and commandment of God, and they. muſt above all things 
obey their Creator ,- and rather eqdure death, and all rhe tor- 
ments of the worid, then willingly to go againſt his Word and 
commandinents : Seing then this AC. i graven inthe _ 
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ofm men, It is morethen-reaſon that God our Creator preſcribe us 
whar law he pleaſe, and we are boynd toobey him without any 
contradiction ox. exception whatſoever -: which maxime is not 
poſing <9 rop,qut pf, their hearts, neither were there an _ 
on artewptit. There mult then ſome other means be 
I _ their iy ar 4 haye of hav belt to 
£e rce.and terror; by fire, flames, an arts Of tOr- 
mk t9the arthoſe Ong baye: not x&.embraced this 
farts might by chismeans be terrified, tp remain in/their anci- 


ent manageat; doing, ; Nani they ar e much abuſed , as. 


i ee ach tax; h ; paw ek polls eto 
QICe; {£2MmRMand x he Con! mip e corporal Vio- 
levcs. How.can, a9, 008. ——_—_ me, thar.chazman hah a 


badifaighs hand <54lis, coaltuacly and. joyfully, on if I 
kngwngt _— 935 a0 the aches t. Rren 4, im- 
cy of the-world 52 bop he pirp.n0rP 
allmeg,(. ho\ om. 
Nb map ram: 


bell £09gree With bs nt 
t0.agree Batwal irgps the experience where- 
of is daily Gan For what hath itavailed to have pur to G_ ſo 


wad rage the wo vrmens ah vedrhe res. 6 


R— in be o.9f 9p 

dowbe, . : POWEr Nor 

neig,of, {rey n48 00h [2 

point,. ings4f; Bgrpr werem 
ver commangd-che of ths 


STAINS 
neither, yo ge ;armg4,, Frole: ng rg 
tures, nox "ip kj  PrmERhRE viled ole 
ed.to rogt, out ihe and rorerrifie. 1 th ir {y jects, to 
_ divertthem, _ them incheir 3 anglent clief and Pa- 
gats Religion; and yes they. prevailed nothing in their del ignes, 
but contariwile did much longer their intents, ; $0 on che 

2 Chriſtians 
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CAnold Way newly found out 


Chriſtians were wont to uſe a common proverb amongſt them, 


That the blood of their Martyrs was the ſeed of their Churches. And 


indeed Iulian the apoſtate Emperor , a malicious and ſubtle man, - 


ſeing that to reotour the Chriſtian Religion, all his Predeceflors 


had prevailed nothing,” biit contrariwiſe/that it was much aug-'- 


mented by meatis of the perſecutions; andtharth6ſ&whichdied 
for their taith, took it for a-glory and honour ; from that time 
forward he' would no more perſecute them- neither by fire nor 
ſword, nou y corporal violence; ' although they hated him 
deadly, but ſought by gentleneſs and perſw todraw them 


from their Faith; 'and forbearing all ourwatd violence, he' 


_ by All policy to hinder their increaſe ; -wherein he 
va 


uled much more-; for that ſome through: coverouſneſs, rs 
through ambition, -affered themſelves to be-perſwaded to that - 
wherettito they' cofild not be forced by any violence or threats. - 


I will not compare here this new kind of Doqtrine , (which is 
now inqueſtion) with the Pagan Religion, (for it isnor my in- 


tentionto interpoſe my cenſure) but 1 will onely conclude,that 


in thac which conſiſteth iti the perſwaſion of the heart, corporal 
violence prevaileth no more then the vapour of wind'that blows, 
to hinder the heat of che fire ; And daily experience hath 

heus. | 

he means then to "divert them from their opinions, is to 
perſwade them that their faith and belief is not conformable to 
the word of -Gbd :- To effet the which, there is noother 
means then to give them free audience to the end,that they may 
ptopoundtheir reaſonsand motives with all liberty , and that 


they be confited of error and hereſie by the Word of God : If | 


they remain obſtinats, yet when this diſputation and inſtruftion 
ſha be performed' of the World; thoſe that are weak 
ſhall by this means be Secffvadicd not to'follow their errors ; for 
as for the obſtinate, even as inſtruction' would avail them little 
ot nothing , ſe miich leſs would fire or death turn them from 
their reſolved opinions. But ori the other fide, thoſe which be- 
hold others to die with fuch conſtancy, take a delight to ſeek the 
opinions; and they which by this means cameto fall in the like 
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inconveniences , ſhould be wholy preſerved, when they ſhould 
hear them vanquiſhed by the word ot God, and by reaſons which 
they cannot contradict. . If then Prelats and Bilhops trult in the 
bounty of their cauſe ( as with all treaſon they ought) There is 
not in the world'a better means to attain untothe Kings intenti- 
on, and ro preyent the multiplying of Secs, then to confer to- 
gether publickly, that all the world may know, that the others do 
tally bragg, that they have the word of God on their ſide; for it 
is moſt certain , that when truth is compared with falſhood, ſhe 
muſt of neceſſity ſhew her beauty, and obtaine the Victory; diſco. 
vering to the eye ofall men, what is falſe and counterfeit; and 
by thiymeansa great good ſhall riſe ; for that they which now 
know not what to follow in ſo great a diverſity of opinions, may 
ſertlea firm judgment ofthe Truth, after thar they haveheard the 
ounds of either ſide; fo as in conference all contuſion and diſor- 
» all noiſe and rayling be laid aſide. 
As wee have ſcene in the diſputations and conferences which 


Saint Paul hath made, afwell with the Jews as againſt the Pagans; 
then preſently thoſe which ſought the truth, knew that he had rea- 


ſon; and that the other were in errour : ſo in the Councels of 
Nicene, the Arrians were admitted topropound their reaſons and 
grounds with all liberty; and being convicted by the word of 
Godof error and herefie , were forced for atime to defiſt from 
their enterpriſe : but preſently after when they preſecuted them, 
+ had many diſciples; ſome moved by pittie , ſome by their 

perſwaſions; the which was the cauſe of great miſchiefs and 
inconveniences inthe Church : Yea, in our time, we have ſeene 
in all places where the Anabaptiſts have beene perſecuted, they 
have increaſed infinitely : And contrariwiſe,where they have been 
heard in publique tenfltnine and diſputation, and convicted of 
errour and hereſie, by the word of God, they have had no more 
credit in the world; And therefore Mabomer hath fo carefully tor- 
bidden that they ſhould never diſpute upon the points of Religi- 
on brought in by him ; knowing well, that the trurh being once 
confronted againſt hislyes, his doctrine of neceſſity mult goe to 
fmoake, Its a true marke, and a badge ot truch, that it defires ww 
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be known,made manifelt,and debated being like unto the Palm 
tree, themore it is depreſt and charged, the higher ani fireight- 
er it growes: Forthis reaſon the ancients did appoint to hold | 
freeand generall:Cquncels every yeare, although by the cor- 
ruption of time many abuſes have beene —_— by the ambiti- 
on and covetouſnelle of thoſe that ſhould give their Voyces : 
$o it is, that the Hereticks and- SeRaries feare nothing mn che 
World more, then tobe made manifeſt ; be ix by a free and gene- 
ral councel, or in any other place , where as matters may bs freely 
debated on exther {ide ;' the which we ſee ar this day apparemily in. 
the Anabaptiſts, who fly all difputations more then death. 

Ifthen thoſe which deſire toroot out this new CORES 
multiplies fo fall are affured ofthe bounty and truth.otcheir cauſe, 
and of the falſhood of their Adverdaries. | | 

Theres nofitter means then.to co ickly to field; andto. 
give their adverſaries free audience. and leave to diſpute: with- 
out doubt, if they maintaine hereſies , there ſhallneede neither 
fire nor gibbers-to hinder: the-courſe ofcheirdoftrine; tar that. thet 
more matiifeſtit is, themore cit will:decap: Ir will beizo 0 pur 
pole to ſay that they have been.okerheard:iandcankned.; for.ad- 
mit it were ſo, yet a great multitude of people, which arctnclined: 
thereunto, de much, paine, as to bee inſtructed.in hearing 
and examiiningtheirrealons : butrwhen.you:havefaid all , they 
were never heard with -patience; for when as Lutber, began; to 
preach.this'doarine in Germany, it was prele ntly condemnedby 
the Pope, and perlecuted by all the Kings and Pxzinces of Chri- 
ſtendome-: he was once called -to be heard, butt was to ſe if hee 
would recant or maintaine his writings and his doctrine: And 
he onthe other fide proteſtednothing more, thenthe detire hee 
had-ro' bee better caught and inſtruted by the holy Scripture, 
The like proceeding was held againſt Iobannes Huſſe,at the coun- 
ccl of Conſtance, who was never aeard in his own defence ; but 
aſſoon as he was arrived there; they laid before him cerain Arti- 
cles,drawn by ſome adverſary of his,out of his books,asking him if. 
he + ould maintain thoſe Articles, which were reprovedand con- 
demned bythe holy Church ; andthereupon they gave ienrence 

that 
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that he was an heretick, 'and damned; the which the world ſecs 
to be againſt all right and reaſon. To fay thatthoſe were condem- 
ned by other Councels before, is nothing to the parpoſe , for if it 
be ſo ( as they ſay) it will be the more'eaſie to- overthrow them 
now; for thatrhe ancients have never condeamed any doctrine, 
but that which they held comvary to the word of Godzthe which 
they have alledgedro thareffeR : I ay ,coconfure errours and he- 
refies:Soas how the way ſhall be rsaced, undthey ſhall need only 
to quote the fame {criprturesto'confuretheſe:- for that the word of 
God remaineth eternally, and the ſcripture- hath now as much 
force and vertue to- conhite herefies as ever. Butto condemne 
them by the very name and-atthoricyot-ſome Councels, withour 
alledging the ſctipruwes,and teaſons of the ſaid Councels,avere our 
of reaſ6n; for they ſfubmirtlietaſel ves eoprove , -tharthe Councels 
( by the which their doethhe-hithbeenecondemned,). were but 
petty Cotincels , afſemblydandullowed by the tyranny of ſome 
'who alohe kave'decreced what tliop pleaſed, iagainit theauthori 
$f the feriprines ; wirhourhetfingor admaring' of their-adverſe 


-?Patties. Ahd dobbtiele inthe uncient/ ve Church, there 


Were many Biltopswhich wavere ©ouncels;as ſuſpect, 
and noe tawfull,nor grounded aporthe ambortyofthe wordof 
God; bur uponitheauthoriticofmen :/as we readi/of: Maxime Bi- 
ſhop of Ieryſalem,and of St Hillary Biſhop of Poifiersz yea;and of 


' St "Athandftus,Chriſoftome,and 'Phorimusy fout isnor wirhour reaſon, if 


many agesatter them rhere fave been Countels falpeRed to theſe 
men : - But as for rhe moſt Ancienc and Received-ow ether ſide, 
they are content ro allow'of them, (o far fortly as rhey prove their 
ſayings by the word 'of God: : ''Fhere' reſteth»rhen\norhing bur 
tharrheir reafons mdy be heard, charrhe-rrurth- maybe known;and 
their hereties and errours avoided; ſeeingithere'isno other means 
to procure a publick peace,and to draiy all the ſubjects ro-one Re- 
ligion ; thar it their adverſaries ( as if there were nocontroverlie 
in this point) thallenge the name'of the Church , and withour 
hearing their reaſons examined by the {criptures, will that ali rhar 
thev ſhall ordaitie or decree , ſhall bee infa:libly kept as an ordi- 


- nance of the Church, and ſo of God, as they have done in the laſt 


Councel 
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Councel of Treit, where the Pope was head, and the adverſe par- 
ty not called, but to be condemned and judged according to the 
ordinance ofthe Church ( thar is to fay , of the Pope and Prelates) 
orelstorecant, and then to bee received into favour : Without 
doubt there will be never any means to draw them from their be- 
liefe , ſeeing this Maxime will alwayes remaine gravenin their 
hearts; that they muſt in all things follow the word of God, 
which alone hath authority to judge all Controverſies, and to 
_ define whichis the true and the falſe Church, which Maxime 
can never be wreſted away by the authority of any man; much 
lefſe that the Pope and Prelats , have any ſuch Credit ; not by 
fire nor ſword, fo as if their adverſaries would not give them tree 
audience, (as it is faid) but uſe violence : they ſhould but impaire 
theic own Cauſe, and make theirs better and more favourable 
whom they ſeek to root out. Seeing then it is a Maxime or point 
reſolved upon among all menof Judgement , that touching the 
Faith and inward Belicte, no Corporall violence can command; 
and that men mult be confuted oferrour in their Conſciences; we 
muſt examine the ſecond point which wee have propounded; 
which is, Whether it were not poſlible to hinder the outward ex- 
erciſe of their Religion , forbidding them to aſſemble, preach, 
teach, nor to make any outward profeſſion of that which F > be- 
leevein heart. 

And firſt, In it were feaſible, whether it were fit and conveni- 
entto do it: Noreligion whatſoever can fubſiſt, if it hath notſome 
exterior exerciſes or ceremonies by the which it may be enter- 
tained ; whereupon the Emperor Gratian was wont to lay, that it 
Was neceſſary the people ſhould be maintained in ſome outward diſcipline of 

ſome Religion, whatſoever it were, good or bad. For as man by nature is 
enclined to reject the yoke of God,it is neceſſary he ſhould be ke 
in awe and diſcipline, elſe hee would beelike an untamed horl:, 
rejeRing the fear of God and man. 

Being then impoſlible to root out the Faith which they have 
in their hearts, it were not convenient (alchough it were pollible) 
to hinder their exteriour diſcipline and exerciſes,by the which the 
people are maintained intheir Religion, and in the feare of God 

an 
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and of the Magiſtrate, unleſs: ( whereas in their Aſſemblies 
they are taught to be good men , and to fear God , and 
honour the Kang and his officers ) they will make them wicked 
Atheiſts, Libertines, and ſedirious , perturbers of all good or- 
der and policy; as we (ce plainly by daily experience : For we 
ſee anumber which have caſt off the yoke of theRomiſh Church, 
mockag,at the Maſle and Prieſts ; yer fear to loſe their goods or 
bonours, reuſe ta apply themſcives ta diſcipline and exerciſe of 
any other Religion ; have become very Atheiſts , without faith 
or law ; Yetthere are no {mall number of yillanous Libertines, 
which make tet of themlelves ; teaching that we mult not ſerve 
God outwardly with any exteriar form or diſcipline, bur onely in 
ſpirit ; apd yuder this pretext, they give themſelves to all villa- 
ny and, abhomigation ;' to. murthers, rapes, incelts, and adul- 
teries ; holding that the outward things ſerve to no end, ſo as the 
heart be cleer, as they perſwade healing 

Yea, ſome haye been fo audacious as to yaunt themſelves to 
be., Chriſt -bimſelf,, Othgrs, the Spirit of God : And others 
Chariy.. To conclude, . they are prophane. people, and con- 
terners of God and the par er - maintaining that there 
ought not to be any {ward or (uperiority uſed among men , but 
that the ſpizit ſhould rule, govern, and guide the heart of man 
as it pleaſeth : The which groweth through no other occaſion, 
hut ſeing the great abuſes which have reigned , and do ſtill reign 
in the Church, and not being ſuffered on the other fide tojoyn 
themſelves to any diſcipline and exerciſe of Religion; they are 
grown to that pa, as tothink thatdiſſimulation is not bad, fo 
as the heart be good rt and ſo mocking at Religion ( whereof 
they make a ſhew ) they mult needs fall into wicked Atheiſm : 
Andthere are none in the world more ſeditious and greater di- 
ſturbers of all goodorder, then theſe people : as hath been ſeen 
inthe Anabapriſts of Munſter, and their like. For the rooting 
out of which,there were no better means ( whoſo would conſi- 
der all things without paſſion) rhen toſuffer them, yea to com- 
mand them expreſly, thatall them which make profeſſion of the 
Religion ( which they call Reformed) ſhouldaſlemble in view 
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of all the world, and keep good diſcipline, fir for the obedience 
which they owe unto God , and the Magiſtrate correQting vices 
and exceſs : for although there were no other good, yer by this 
means they ſhould get thus much, (which is of great impor- 
tance for the preſervation of the publick quiet) That whereas we 
daily ſee ſpring up new and cbhomdacdle ſes, full of ſedition 
and mutinies,yea,and of horrible blaſphemies againſt the neny 
of God; when as there ſhould be but two publick kinds of proteſ- 
fion in the view of all the world, either of them performing 
the obedience which they owe unto God and the King; when 
as any new one ſhould ſpring up, it would be eafie to ſuppreſs 
it by the word of God. Bur foraſmuch as this ſeemeth ſtrange 
to ſome to give Hereticks leave to ſow their herefies : ler us ſee 
if it be poſſible to ſuppreſs their aſſemblies : And doubtleſs if 
we look unto experience, (the perfe@t miſtrel of all things) we 
{hall find ir isas impoſfible to hinder it, as it is impollible to keep 
them from believing of that which they think fic and agreeing 
with the word of God. Have we not (I pray you) ſeen the 
eat power of the moſt viRtorio:1s Emperor Charles thefift ( of 
mous memory , who made all the world to tremble? Have 
we not ſeen his moſt incredible diligence to ſuppreſs this Religi- 
on ? Haye we not ſeen therigorous edits which he made? and 
whereto tended it, but to hinder the preaching of this new Re- 
ligion ; and that they which made profeſſion thereof, ſhould 
forbear their Aſſemblies? For he knew well their hearts could nor 
be forced; and yer he prevailed nothing, notwithſtanding all- 
his prohibitions : It may be they afſembled in ſome ſtrange 
Country where they had greaterliberty : No, no, butcontra-: 
riwiſe, all the Princes of Chriſtendom together withthe Pope, 
were reſolved to root them out, and to givethem no place of re- 
treat; butall was in vain. How do we then think that the 
Kings power (the whic! our of doubt is not greater then the 
Emperors) can hinder it? ſeing thar now, France, England, 
Germany, Scotland, and all the Countries about, are open unto 
them, to retire themſelves, andto uſe the liberty that is here de- 
nied them ; whereas they have ſo many Kings and _—_ on 
cir 
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their fide;, whereas the number is multiplyed by many and inf 


nite thoulands ; Without doubt, they which gave his Majeſty chis 
counſel,ſhew plainly,that either they want judgment,or elſe they 
ſeek to ſettle their own greatneſs, to the prejudice of the King, 
and the ruine of the Countrey ; Let them examine all the Hiſto- 
ries,of the world, and they ſhall find, that when any new Reli- 
gion hath been 'grounded upon the inward perſwation of 
the word of God ; that all the ſtriving in the world could 
Hever hinder , but the exterior diſciphne thereof would have 
its courſe, +11] 114 | ; Lam. 

.- The Romane Emperors could never force the Jews to teceive 
their Starues into their Temples; nor hinderthe Chriſtians from 
their Aſſemblies , who defired racher to live like ſavage beaſts in 
Cavyesand rocks, then to abandon the exerciſe of their Religion. 
'T will not examine whether their quarrel be like unto this; fo ir is, 
that theyare as well periwaded in their hearts that they follow 
the word of God, and that they are commanded to aſſemble and 
preach, as they were; which periwaſion can never be wreſted 
from them by any violence, for they ſay among themſelves, that 
if they ſhould be allowed to believe what they would , fo as 
they would forbear to. reach and aflemble, were as much as if 


they ſhould ſuffer a manto live, ſoas he would takeno refe&ion 


andnouriſhment : for they maintain that faith is entertained by 
the preaching of the word, even as the life of the body is by the 
nouriſhment of meat. Bur admit it were poſlible to forbid their 
Aſſemblies; they muſt proceed either by rigor and force , or by 
gentleneſs and perſwaſions : that is , they muſt eirher corrupt 
them, orelſe force them to do againſt the teſtimony of their con- 
ſciences, and fo falſifie their faith which they owe untoGod. It 
is molt certain that the conſtant and yertuous will rather chooſe a 
thouſand deaths, then to do any thing againſt their _—__ 
ſo as with themthere were nothing to be gotten. Asfor ther 

who for fear or hope would deny their Gith ; Firſt, they ſhould 


-grievoully offend the divine Majeſty, and damn their own fouls 


by this falſhood and difſimulation,for thatthey ſhould fin doubly: 
tuſt to have embraced the exror, and afterwards moreto _ - 
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fiftedtheir faith and teſtimony of their Conſcience ,- and to have 
deak doubly; whereas God requireth ſincerity and plaineſs : fo 
as they that thould force themtherero, ſhould be the cauſe of their 
more grievousdamnation. They then which counſel the King 
to force or corrupt his ſubjes, to the endthat they ſhould difſem- 
ble and make thew of any ather Religion then that which'they 
believe in their hearts, are the cauſe of the difloyalty which they 

commit againſt God and the King ; tor without he ſhall carry 
himſelf ditloyally to God either tor tear or hope; -it is to be-pre- 
ſumed that by the ſame pallions he will himſclf as difloyally 
untothe King; when as time and occafion ſhall be offered. Con- 
fiantius farther ro. Conſtantine the Great, although he were a Pa- 
gan, yet he called Chriſtians into his Court, and admitted them 

to fayour, whom he did (ee ready to abandon goods and honours, 

yea their own lives z rather then'to bediſtoyal unto the God 

whom they did wozthip z yea, he held'them' worthy of his 

friendſip, and did anpartunto them moſt of his- important af- 

fairs. And m-rruth vhe King bath no SulyeAs more faithful theth 

thoſe which obey him for Conſcience; that-is to ſay, becauſe 

God hath ſo commanded it : they which falfite their conſcience 

topleaſethe King, ot for any other private reſpe ; ſhew that 

they donot obey the King for'Concience dnely., but for ſore 

other particular affedtion : and if - rhey rake no-difficulry to fal- 

lifietheir Cenfciences inthe ſervice of God, without doubt it is 

to be. feared: chat when any pailion: or #e&ion fhould move 

them , -emherthe:fearot death, orrhe Jofle of poods and cretlir, 
-or ſome ſuch like thing ; they would make no greatdiffculty to 
falffie their fairh which they owe unto their King : ſo as they 
whick-pivethis Counſebhuntothe King ,- ſhew their ignorance ; 

-far that they#eek ro root out them which-in fimplicity and ſin- 
a—_— hearyald obedfencemito Godand the King. Andas 
for thoſe which proceed difloyally and againſt their Conſcien- 
£5, they are hot oncly content to ſuffer them , bur alſoto ad- 
ance them unto honour : as we have ſeen by ſome examples of 

thoſe, who (before having made profeſſion of this Religion ) 
have afterwards without. -being condemned of error', onely 
zo 
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to aſpire 'ro- henour' and | credit;z turned. their Coats... 1c: : 
To conclude, Although it were a thing poſſible to force or cor- 
rupt the Proteſtantsto abandon their Religion, and to doe againſt 
their Conlciences; yet were.it not.expedient for the good ofthe 
Common- weal. - But as 1 (did , It is got pollible to hinderthem, 
unleſſe they will ruine them, and putthem todeath ; 'thewhich 
were hard to compaſle;. for:in the place of one ( they ſhould 
trodeatl:) ten others wouldriſe: and thoſe which dy fo con- 
antly;(rarher then _— _ faich;) are _ tor good men, 
the common people , who have moxe regatd tothe conſtancy, 
ir endo yn orvyy they maintaine:: —_ they have 
deſire to examine the Caule , and come to fall ito-the fame opi 
nions; ſo as this muſt needs cauſe them to multiply and _—_ 
Wherefore they that adviſe — meaus,are much abu- 
ſed; for beſides that they frultrate. his Majeſties intention , they 
- thruſtthe Countrey:into great defalation , and altmoſt apparant 
danger of a ruine; yer it is plainly to bee ſcene, thatthe Arts, Oc- 
cupatfons and erades, by meanes whereof this Countrey was wont 
to flouriſh above thereft, donow decay. and are. tr t9 
their neighbours ;.:the ancienc enemiesto the howule of Burgoigy 
and AuNrit. WHT 003 to. bowl FIC 
' "Iris almoſt incredible what prejudice the: perſecutions have 
brought within theſe forty yeares rorhe making of Cloth, and 
Sayes, and Tapeſtry : wiuch rades. being ( as tt were.) proper 
and peculiar to the Netherlands ; they have chaſed away by chis 
means tothe French, Engliſh, and-ather Nations : -I forbeare to 
ſpeak of aninfiaite number of other good and profitable trades, 
which are retired into forraigne Countryes, to enjoy the liberty 
of their Conſiences : For mgenerall, all the trafiqueof Mar- 
chandize hath been wonderfully intereſted, (as many good men 
can witnefſe ) In Anrwerp, Lillee, Torney, Valenciens, and 0- 
ther ſuch Townes: and this hath beene one of the chiefe occaſi- 
ons why of late years the Engliſh have beene periwadedto leave 
Antwerp, and goe to Embden , thar is to ſay, trom the flower of 
a'l Marchants townes, full of infinite Commodities; to a petty 
Towne, (obſcure, and of nocommoditie: ) Yea, they are grown 
C3 is 
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ſo proud;- by reaſon ofthis Drapery-( the ſpoiles of his Majeſties 
Netherlands ) 2s they ſeeme nn; dos to cwwas 
thinking that we have more need of them, then they of us. | The - 
French1n like fort bragg, that they are clothed; wich. our ſpoils,by 
reaſorof the Marchanry thatare fled for Religion; {0:45 char 
which did ſerve themas a bridle ;- ro 'bringthem the ſooner unto 
reaſon, intims of watre, will now make . more proud and 
untracable: - ' | 
.- © Befides, [Ir is well known, that within the Countrey there be 
many ſufkcienc ' Marchames; | which (upon this occaſion.) refule 
ro-contribute incime of neceſlity; fearing that this queſtion of re- 
Hgion, will be-aſubjet unto their enenmues , to make them con- 
tilcable. - | | 
ButaboveaY, I isto be conſidered, That the profeſsion of 
Armes and Watre,-(-whicthath beene flouriſhingin theſe parts) 
hath, and will be greatly interefled, (if it benot other wayes pre- . 
vented) I will not ſpeak of many Gentlemen, good and faithfull 
ſubjeRts, which myght doe good ſervice to his Majelty ,, which 
are now retired to their houſh, ; fearing for this onely occalion,to 
employ themſelves in any occation whatſoever. Neircher,-will I 
lay, that many others, who deſired to doe the King good ſervice 
(yea, even of thoſe which knew the ſeats and ſcituations of Coun- 
tries) are forced to leave their native ſoyle, and to retire to their 
enemies ;- prefering the liberty of their Conſciences , before all: 
things in the wed | 
Withour doubt there muſt a care be had; for if any war ſhould 
happen, either againſt the Engliſh, French, or any other neigh- 
bour Countrie; wee know not whom to truſt: and without 
doubt, the enemies will not forget to make their profit upon this 
occaſion, by all manner of practiſes; to the great prejudice of his 
Majeſty, and all his Countrey : and it is to be feared, that among 
ſo many men, there will bee ſome , which (under colour to 
ſeeke their Liberties ) will bee perſwaded to attempt ſome 
Innovations. | 
Thedefſire to live, and ſerve God in Liberty of Conſcience, is 


of ſo great force, as it makes men forgerall other affeRions and 
: palltons 
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paſſions, how vehement ſoever, for it not only maketh the ſubjeR 
negleRthe duty which he oweth to his natnrall King and Prince, 
bur it doth even eſtrange the hearts, and withdraw the affeions 
of Fathers and Mothers from their Children; yea, 'it maketh 
them forget themſelves : fo as they make no difficulty to expoſe 
their bodies tothe G__ flames, and to all ſort of torments, and 
to abandon wife and children, leaving them nothing but poverty 
and famine,rather then to loſe this foogin regard whereof,there 
Isnothing in this world that they eſteem. 9 the 

So that iris no wonder (which ſomereport for atruch) that 
many among the Gaſcoignes and Provencials, (during the perte- 
cutions in France, for matter of Religion) have treated to yeild 
themſelves a the Turk, hoping that by that meanes, 
they would ſuffer them to live in liberty , ( which they valued a- 
bove all things, and it may be they had pur it in execution (to 
the great prejudice ofall Chriſtendom) if one onely reſpeR had 
not reſtrained them, which was, thatthey held irroo grieyous, 
to give their firſt borne children to the grear Turk, to be bred 
ic Mahomet 's Religion: for this affection is incredible , and ex- 
ceedeth all others: the which being well conſidered ( with the 

t diverſity of humours and conditions of men: it were no 

| 5m thing, if in ſo great a multitude of them that are perſecu- 
red for their Conſcience, ſome ſhould be found more ine or 
more revengefull or —_— chen thereſt; who would makeno, 
difficulty to attempt ſuch exploits: yea, if ir were bur to revenge 
the grievous wrongs and injuries that were done for that Cauſe 
unto their kinsfolks and friends; wherein it is greatly to be con- 
fidered, that there are no forgs nor caſtles that maintain Kings ir 
their greatneſſe, ſo much as the faithfull love af their ſabjeAs'*So 
contrarywiſe, the King doth bur provoke their hatred againſt his 
Majeſty: yea, who otherwiſe are good and wel-governed men, 
and live withoutreproach. | 

If the Inquiſitors and their adherents, feare not the Hugonots, 
for that (as they ſay) they have notthe wir to revenge them- 
ſelves, who maintain, thatthey muſt do good for evil, yer they 


may well haye heard the common Proverb ; that patience > 
mu 
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much urged; wthe end turneth to fury :* And if they benot void 
of all ſenſe, they mult thjinke, char all the Kinsfolks, friends, and 
allies of them that they, perſecute, arg-not of one minde, and. e- 

uall patience, that they,cap fo ealily paſſe gverthe yrong which 
they thinke they hays received: ſo although there were no dan. 
ger they ſhould attempt any thing againſt his Majelty , or his 
eſtates ; yet will they. carry an jzreconcileable hatred againſt his 
Qthcers;z. whereby. there will grow bad intelligence amongt} 


his ſabjects ; which 1s a qaazter_ ( as every man knowes) of, very 
great importance : as-we may well tee.by the craubles of France, 
the which partly rook their beginning from ſuch occalions; and ig 
is moſt manifeſt, that if King Henry, or his Father, King Francis, 
had in their gimes granted (ee exerciſe of Religion, (reſtraining 
them with good Lawes and Ordinances) without doubt, they 
had left their Realme much more happy and flouriſhing, and had 
prevented ſo many calamiries which have enſued. 

I know there is ſome wi fay, the like is not to be feared here, 
conſidering the ſmall numbers there is; and therefore it were no 
reaſon, thatfor a handtull of men, and of. che baler ſort, they 
ſhould bring in any innovation. 

But they that ule ſuch ſpeeches, diſcover their groſle ignorance, 
or theirunſupportable malice : If there be any queſtion to give 
alliſtance tothe Jaquiſitors, to inſtall thenew Biſhops , or ro ſend 
Garriſonsintoany, Townes; then canthey fay , except they uſe 
extreme rigour, and great diligence » It will not bee poſliblets ' 
maintain the ancient Religion; Importuning the Court , with 
_ continuall complaints, how wondertully the Hereticks doe 

tiply. 
Re Bi i there be any queſtion to finde ſome milde and fit courſe 
to ſertle the Countries quiet, without any great effuſion of bloud , 
then they fay, there are ſo few Hugonots and of ſo baſe qualirie, as 
nothing ought to be altered for them : So as any man may eaſily 
ſee, that their intent is to maintain themſelves onely in their great- 
neſſe, were it with the totall ruines of his Majeflies Countries : 
and they that doe earneſtly affeR the Kings greatneſle, and the 
preſervation of his ſubjets, much rejzeR them, as __ _ 
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faſpet; and make diligent information and ſearch of the num- 
ber, -quality, and ſufficiency of them that defire to be the Kings 
fairhful ſubjeQs, ſo as they may farisfie ahd enjoy their conſcien- 
- ces; and without doubt you ſhall find a greater number then is 
enerally believed -: let them look to 'the multitude of thoſe 
are retired into England, where they have their publike 
Aſſemblies in infinite number ; then let them turn unto thoſe 
thatare gone into France, in as great numbers : from them ler 
' them number- up them that are at 'Franckforr, ; 
- Hiddelburgh, Franckendal, Collen; Aix, Dousburgh, 
den, Geneva, Hamburgh,- Breme, and other Towns of the 
Eaſt Countries z without doube (in my opinion) they ſhall find 
an hundred thouſand ; and as for thoſe which remain yetin the 
- Countrey, i is molt manifeſt there aremany more. There hath 
' fomtitmes beenſeen at an aſſembly hu! aprmeyo Tournay, four 
or five thouſand perſons; the like been known at Valenci- 
- en; beſidethoſe that have remained ſecretly in their houſes, elſe 
the Garriſons had been needleſs which have been ſent thither, it 
the multitude had net been fo great: It is thought that Lille hath 
not many leſs; 'whoſo will look into the Towns and 
neighbour Villages » ſhall undoubtedly find an infinite number : 
- coine into Welt-Flanders, the numbers are wonderful great, 
' notwithſtanding any purſuit or ſearch which the Dean of Rennay 
bach made. - Have we not ſeen at Miſſennes (as I'remember ) 
' ſeven or eight hundted Country-men force the Priſon, and de- 
liver a Priſoner , and they could never diſcover who they'were ? 
I leave Eand, Brugges, and Yperen, in which notwithſtand- 
ing are good numbers. "What multitudes meet together at Ant- 
werp is apparent ; and at Bruſſels where the Court remainerh, 
Fer can they not by any means keep them from aſſembling them- 
ſelves together in good numbers. What ſhall I ſpeak of the 
Countries of Holland, Zeland; Gelderland , and Friefland '? 
where it ſeemeth they have greater liberties : and in truth, the 
.officers dare tmake no more ſearches nor execurions, by reaſon of 
- the great numbers. Have we not ſeen at Vrrecht, an Epiſcopal 
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Town, andfullof rich Chanons, onecalled This or Stephen, 
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preach this dodrine publikely, for theſpareat a whole year,\in 
the view of thewhole world, in deſpreof all ſuch as did op- 
pole themſelves; apdnowithſtanding all their parluit, yercould 


- they never apprehend him, torthat allghgpeople did .accompa- 
ny. him both goingand camingoutof the Church,! @thatſom- 


tunes he was carried upon their ſhoulders; and lodges fomtime 
in one houle, ſomtime inanother'? whereby we may ke, that 
the numberss not-{o-ſmall, as ſome maintain. .z, Yea, theycom- 
plainthattheycannorturniſh them with Minilters.and Proachers 
Enough. Without doubt, if they were gathered together tin 
oneplace, .as wellthoſe which are rexyxed, as they which te- 
maj : there ——_—_— ng. ht rug ans yt 6p 
ad..; it zhey. will-have 4 tothem that ave at t ( 
opinion Adobe, pon ordittex. - 
nity ; 1 docenainly believethaall joyned q 
the unmber-of thexelt , {o'that they which raainaln that the 
number .is:{o-{mall;,, andchat for thera they ſhould nor ahker nor 
Change any Things ſhew that they haveno ſenſe not judgment, 
orelfethat ahey. would reign alone inthe world, 


' Whereas chey/laythat they are all people of.a baſe condition. ; 


. The ooo bay fog in Germany , France ;, 


Scothnd F Denmark; wheteas not-onely the common 'peo- 
ple., but alſoPrinces and wy have embraced this Religion : 


"and doubdleſs.if they might diſcover themſelves without danger 
' of lifeandgoods, they thould 


alſo fad hert a groax nymber_ pt 
Gentlemen, and others of good fort, that would declare thern- 


felvesto beof their party ; but although the number were not 


lo great, yea.if there were but very few, yet ic were befitting 
the cl of aKing, to have regard unto thehealth: of .che 


meaneſt of hisſubjes, The Emperor Trajan was-wont to ſay, 
thathe'had rather fave one Citizen and ſabjet , then defear ia 
whole army of his enemies; aſpeechworthy ofi:a Menarch-and 
Em : tach thenas think they ſhould not ſpereto ruine (as 


nuzch as inthem lies) rhe bodies and fouls of the Kings poor 
ſubjes, ſhew'themſelves ignorant what Chriſtianity , Huma- 


nity, or the Clemency of a King means or requires ;, the very 
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name whereos, makes his fanie more glorious than all hom. 


Phics and yiAories that he could obtain of his enemies. 

But they will fay that theſe men are wicked and prophane, 
andrhat hoy corrupt the reſt » whereunto I anſwer , that the 
poim of Religion onely excepted, whereon it is not my inten- 
tzon hexe to judge; you ſhall find that they are otherwile good 
men, fearing God, yeilding obedience tothe King and Magi- 
ſtrate,, and doing wrong to no man; although there be ſome 
that cover themielves with their name, and are not fo : the 
which happeneth for that they are nor ſuffered ro have the exer- 
cils of thew Religion as they would : and as for the point of 
their Religion , let it be what they pleaſe : bue ſo it is, they are 
ner alt perſecuted ſo much for that they tollow hereſicand error ; 
bmt forthae they-are conſtang and faichful in that which they 
think couformable rothe word of God : for they ſuffer them 
16 believe what they pleale ( which indeed they cannor hinder) 
{oas they will bedifloyal, and hypocntes ; and ſeing they ſub- 
mt theanelves tobe infirutted by the word of God, there is no 
realor+re- ofteem them © wicked : Moreover, we mult nm de- 
ſpite of our ſelves confeſs, that the greateſt and beſt wits , and 
tl molt —— E wil noc diſgrace 
theothers, burif we wilblay by all and affection, we 
{hatl 8ad; thac the moſt oxcellent wits have beemand are of their 
profeſſion : Yea, the reftawwaviow of Ares am Sciences (which 
vero buried in darknels ) - come _ _ the — 
the Fongyes ,- eſpecially of the Gaz 'the Hebrew, hath 
been beautified more by them then by any others. Toconclude, 
their- adverſaries chemſelves are forced to contels, that there are 
ſingular men among them inall ſorc of ſciences : beſides that 
thel#e of many of chom-isirreprehenfible. It then there were 
not greata number as there is, yet they ſhould have reſpec 
not to- raireand chaſe away thole whom. God hath endued with 
luch excellent graces ; and deprive the King and his Countries 
of ſo-greata good, in chafing away or murthering them which 
might have ſerved'either for Counſel, Learning, or lome othet 
way; ſeivg iris ordinarily found , that they defire to yeild all 
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obedience and duty unto the King , and to ſerve him with bodY 
and —_—_ ſoas they would leave them the exerciſe of their Re- 
ion free, 

Wo conclude then, If his Majeſty will be pleaſed to grant this 
liberty, he ſhould not onely prevent troubles and inconvenien- 
ces which have hapned in France, and elſe-where, t h this 
occaſion, but alſo it ſhould be a means by the which his ſubjeas 
ſhould be induced every one to imploy himſelt in his vocarion, to 
the ſervice of his Majeſty, and the advancement of the Com- 
mon-weal; ſeing thatin the end they ſhould be forced ro come 
unto it , wereit after his deceaſe; as in other Countries where 
the like accidents have hapned. 

It remains now to conſider the inconveniences that may ariſe, 
the which I find to be rwo principal : The firſt, tharif the 
exerciſe of their Religion were allowed them, they mighcmul- 
tiply in ſuch fort, as the ancient Religion would decay, and come 
to nothing; the which the King would not endure by any 
means. Theother is, They hold commonly that in one Coun- 
try there cannot be two divers Religions, without great trouble 
anddiſorder. | 
 Asforthe firſt, they muſt underſtandthat all Religions areei- 
ther grounded - authority of God, or the ity of 
men : For 2Religion may be grounded upon the authority of 
men, when having regard untothat which our Anceſtors have 
done and foll z orto that which our King commands, or 
to that which ſome great perſonage doth enjoyn us, we 
our Religion upon thoſe reſpeRts , without avy firm'teaſon, or 
feeling in our hearts, that we do well or ill ; asthe Turks, Pa- 
gans, and Idolaters have alwaies done; yea and the greateſt part 
of the world doatthis day ; changing their Religion and man-= 
ner of ſerving God, in what ſort, and as often as it ſhall pleaſe 
the King, or thoſe to whom they ſhall defer this credit : burfor 
that thoſe Religions proceed not from a Religious heart fearing 
God, but from the reſpeR and reverence of men, it is eaſie ro 
hinder the courſe, and to plant in other by humane means; as 
by armes and violence ; ſo as it was no Sifficul thing for the 

"T_ Romancs 
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Romances to bringtheir Gods and Religions into. Greece, and 
other Countries of their conqueſts, the which were grounded 
bat upon the authority of rheir Princes and Kings. . Bur if the 
' Religion, hath irs foundation-upon the authoricy and word' of 
God, upon theteſtimony of their. Conſciences, be it with rea- 
ſon or otherwiſe ; force or outward violence cannot prevail z as 
we have ſhewed; and there is no means to hinder the courſe and 
progreſle thereof, bur in ſhewing the foundations ill laid. If 
then the King will anioninite old Religion, and ſtop the 
courſe of the new, it is neceſlary that he givethem leave tobe 
heard; tothe end that they may be confuted ; and that all the 
world knowing wherein the abuſe doth confilt, may fly their 
acquaintance : If it be herefie they ſow, corendirer Hor here 
courſe in ſuffering them to publiſh their doctrine , ſo that their 
errors be laid open to the people by the truth of the word of 
God; elſe the more youleek to ſuppreſs it, the more it will en- 
creaſe. But contrariwiſe, if happily their doctrine be conform- 
ableto the word of God, it is not to be preſumed that his Ma- 


For they ſay commonly, that for to entertain the publike quiet, 
we muſt have but one Law, one Faith, andone King : athing 
without doubt which were much to be deſired, for it would us li- 
ken a= yr ga age. But ſeingthat Religion and faith is a 
meer gift of God, engraven in the heart of man, over the 
which none can command but God onely : It were great in- 
diſcretion to think it le to reduce all the Inhabirants of one 
Country to one Faith by force or corporal violence. Ir is true 
tharthey fay that as ina Family the Father ought to foreſee that 
all thoſe of his houſe worſhip he one onely God, and be of 
one Religion; ſothe King ſhould provide that in his Realm 


there ſhould be but one Faith, and one Law, the which were: 


wonderful good and healthful , but it is not poſlible to artain 
unto it, if it be not among thoſe people whoſe Religion is 
grounded upon the Kings ſimple Authority , the which is no true 
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Religion, but a meer hypocriſie and countertrrjng;; whereunts 

chopmanheplybe ere haveno tear of God ; As it 

was ſeenamongthe Romans, who received-as many new Gods 

as.theiv Emperans commanded them : but this will never take- \ 

place among; them. which have any inward feeling grounded 
upoy any reaſon, be icupon the wordot God, or of their own 

Conſcience : In-which caſe yeare fo far from reducing a whole 
Natiowtoone Religion, asyou can hardlyreclaim- one Family: 
rarer 1 manifeltamong the Jews, where there were 

three Sets-more-comrary the one unto the- ether , ther” 
thoſe of the new'Religion untothem that maintrain themſelves 

under the ancient obedience of the Pope. 

- But which is muck-moze fromthe beginning of the world,un- 
to this:day , it was neverſcene that all were ot onelaw,and'one . 
fairs; no-not accordingts the oxteriour exerctt. For before' 
the comming of Chriſt, the Kings, of Egypt, Perfia and Baby- 
lon, were-foxced to teave the Jews in therr Countrey , andro al- 
lowthem the free-exercife of their Religionthe which they held 
abhominable. | 

And after his comming, the Romane Emperoms have. alſo (if- 
farectiv; as Antoniue Pius, and Mark Antonio, not that they were 
of on&accord with them: f tor the y had:thename of a Criſtian 
in-horror )) bur for that they found they-were nor ſeditious, nor 
diſturbess obthe publiquequiet; and{6 ef many other Emperours 
who have ſufferedthem, and/forbidden that mo injury ſhould: bee 
done them, although they were of a meere contrary. opi- 
nion. 

: Frue itis, that ſome one- may ſay , That all theſe Examples 
ſerve but to advance the Chriſtian faith , which the King intends 
ro mmaintaine, in rooting outthe new-Religion. 

Yer ivis moſt manifelt, Iris no new thing to endure rwo Reli- 
gions in one Countrey, yea, andrhae all wiſe Kings and Princes ' 
have doneaccording to the neceiſities of the time; for although - 
tie Religion of thole Emperours were bad, yer they held i: good 
and holy, as the King holds his, and it was the Religion which | 
_ received from their Anceſtors, above three thouland years | 
palt. But | 
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"But. y wee-finde allo;, that Chriſtian Emperouss have endured © 


falſeReligions, as it appears by the example of Theodeſius , Ho- 
norius, and Arcadins:, who gave Temples to the Arrians and Novg- 
<fions, {omenmewything and fornetime without the City, as the 
necellity'otthetinac; and place zequired, 

-  Intke; Feelefiatitalb Hiſtory » It is reported for aremarkable 
thing, that Valentianus the Emperoury was Oxthodes, and a good 
. Clrittiza, yethe ſuffered the Atriqns, though he favoured. em 
- not fo much as the; ofkeors ; Nallews (is Collgague, or C 

. the Empire, was an :drria, and would by-ao means. Ix" hn 
Chriſtians in his Government, bur did pexle ethem 4 _. 
-miereby wemayealily-garher, that in all well-governed com- 
mon weales, to avwoid' edition and wamulss, It is I ne- 
: 19 Tomples uno Hereticks,! org. e.\ntent they 
pra {yan rote en but that the -hearig 


- chearenh controhied wah falſheed, _ | c 
 cannutrs) apply themſelves quietly true and ri eligi- 
_ DirvrLondanSatipe ah the ne war, 
:antlinor ptace ihtathewerlds foſasn daghoule bee 
-differtiort. berwixe the Father and che Sdn the = the 
"Drocker: How cari we _ Che 
-ifthey wall reduce all che world te ane fauk ak one Law, 
War yn | 
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* 36), whotmaking a ſhew.to be well read in-all ancient 

-ries, do maintain, that theve were neverrwo different ions 
inoneCommon weate : for what willzhey Gy oranfwer to the 
diverfity atready alteadged, berwixtthe Pharilocs, Sadduces, and 
 Effes; wichout doubt, they ſhall gever finde , that by realon of 
thef> Seats, there was anygreatdifficyky ia the Ad a 
"that FelusChrift, nor his Apoſtles, did ever command to bur 


them fortheir Law, 
What 
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What ſhall we ſay ofthe diverſity of Religions that wereatrtiong 
the heathen, whereof one did not know anothers Gods, No not 
the Names? And ſome alſo maintained publiquely, that God 
did notcare for kumane things : And yer wee. finde not, thatthe 
Goyernment of the Romanes was troubled for this cauſe. 

But who-doth not ſee at thisday, under the great Turk;a great 
diverſity ofReligions, fo as among the Chriſtians alone, there 
' are fifteen or twenty Secs and Religions : beſides the 
' Jewes, Perſians, and Mahumaiſts, all ſubjeQsco his Empire ; the 
* which are more contrary the one to the other, (for marrer of Re- 
 ligion)then water is contrary unto fire. bc 
Withont doubt, if theſe diverſities were the true cauſe of ſediti- 

ons and rumults, It were not poſſible thatthe Turks power row 

« growſo : Ic is then a great ignorance to think that fubj 
e | Oxy by tnxintained in ial apr ore are of divers Religions; 
 forwhoſo will look neerly to the ſpring and beginnings of tu- 
| CG Nap quart =_ —— 
' from'the diy of Religions , as through private paſſions ; 
* as firough coyerniſhes, purer revenge; 7 ar and: fuch 
- Tikr, fromthe whicti ſmall quarrels may grow; arid; whea the 
+ Magiſtrate prevents ir not in time, then by little and little they 
- Inflame, andarecauſeof runiuls and publike ſeditions © + wits 
neſs the troubles and feditions in Italy betwixtthe Guelphs and Gi- 
lines; the-which continued four hundred years, and was the 
"-tayſe- of infinite 'tmurthers, /rapes, wars; and all ſorts of vio- 
lence; and yet there was no difference in the Religion, burall 
did grow for thatthe Magiſtrate did feed the private paſſions of 
their Subjes, inſtead of fuppreſing them by Juſtice. - And as 
' for controverſies touching Religion, it is nat rwo hundred years 
fince that the controverſies betwixt the Franciſcans and the Jaco- 
bing for the Conception of ' the Virgin Mary , had cauſed great 
troubles throughourall Chriſtendom : Not that the controverſie 
was of any great importance , 'but through the negligence of 
the Magiſtrate} who nouriſhed'theſe fations, and became par- 

tifans. ' Seing theit it appeareth that whereas good order 

been ſetled , people of divers ſeRs and Religions have been - 
| J 
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ely governed, without any (edition or tumult , and contrariwile 
whereas no order was , not onely divertity of Religion, bur e- 
ven ſmall quarrels havebred honible ſeditions and tumults : any 
wan of Judgement may gather thereby , thar ſeditions and tu- 
mu'ts take nor their inciea e trom the importance of the quarrel 
V. kereupon they are grounded, but rather through the want of 
good order, for thatthe Magiltrates neglect to puniſh them that 
entertain them, or elſe themſelves maintain one party : the which 
is contirmed by many ancient and modern examples. And who 
ſo will examine ſtriftly the laſt croubles of France, ſhall find that 
the grearelt part have hapned for that ſome mighty men or Go- 
veriours themſelves, taving no 1egardto the publick good, nor 
tothe ordinances of the States, have attheir own pleaſures plaid 
tle King, and inſulted of their own authorities over them ot the 
Religion. Ithinkno man is ſo ignorant , but knows that the 
murther committed ar Valley by the Duke of Guiſe, againſt the 
laws of the King and S:ate , hath been the true: and onely caufe 
of the Civil Warts which followed, to the ruine of the whole 
Realm: for whileſt the Kings proceeded by their authority, there 
was no new«<sof any ſedition, how grievous ſoever the perſecu- 
tionwere; but when as Governours of their owne authorities, 
offered violence to thoſe of the Religion, preſently all theſe tu- 
mults grew ; the which may ſerve us tor a good example: where- 
by we may leara:to ayoidthelike inconveniences, and take fome 
gobd'&urle tof the. benetir of the Kiug, and of all his good ſub- 
jets, which {ek ondly-to obey him. 

Ic is then eafie to reſolve that good order would be ſerled, if Ii- 
berry ſhou'd be granted to them of the Religion, to aſſemble and 
excicile t} eir diſcipline, reſtraining and bridling them with ſuch 
Jaws as ſhall be thought good, and that the Kings Magiſtrates and 
Officers be caretul ro execute his Majeſties intention, foreſeeing 
above all things, thatrhe people uſurp not the autoriry of the 
{word under colowm of the tations of great men; fo as above all 
things there muſt be a prevention that all violence be forborn on 
either fide, and that thoſe which proceed by any qther unlawful 
means,as by taxing and ſlandring, ſhall be wellpuniſhed; w'1ich 
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- doubtleſs will be a molt aſſured means, and the fubjeRts ſhall live 
in good unity and concord together , and will carry a perfet 0- 
bekencs unto his Majeſty : and in the mean time truth will lay 


open falſhood in ſuch ſort , as thar the King ſhall not 
need to fear that hereſies ſhall multiply by this means, toroot 
out the truth 3 but contrariwile, we thall ſee truth flouriſh, and 
all hereſies and falſe ſets decay ; Gods glory ſhall be generally 
celebrated, and the Kings Greatneſs and Proſperity increaſe. 
The which God grant usby his holy grace , to whom be all glo= 
ry for eyer andever. Amen. 


